Scriptures about the Kingdom of Heaven, our Citizenship, and the Lord our KING

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand!” Matthew 3:1-2

Jesus Speaks of His Kingdom

Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Mark
1:14-15

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:10

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:19-20

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. Matthew 7:21

And | say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in
the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 8:11

And | will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:19

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”” Then Jesus
called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are
converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives
one little child like this in My name receives Me. But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me
to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of
the sea.” Matthew 18:1-6

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.” Matthew 19:14

Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter
the kingdom of God!”” And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to
them, “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!” Mark 10:23-24

But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you
neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. Matthew 23:13

And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye,
rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire— Mark 9:47

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?” For
after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Matthew 6:31-33
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Jesus Speaks in Parables: Matthew 13
The Parable of the Sower Explained

18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: ° When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not
understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who
received seed by the wayside. 2° But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word
and immediately receives it with joy; 2! yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For

when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received
seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 2 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares

24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in
his field; ° but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. 2 But
when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. 2’ So the servants of the owner
came and said to him, *Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ % He said to
them, ‘An enemy has done this.” The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them

up?’ 2° But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. * Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and
bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.” >

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

31 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man
took and sowed in his field, > which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than
the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.”

The Parable of the Leaven

3 Another parable He spoke to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in
three measures of meal till it was all leavened.”

Prophecy and the Parables

3 All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to
them, ** that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying:

“I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.”

The Parable of the Tares Explained

% Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain
to us the parable of the tares of the field.”

3" He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 3 The field is the world, the
good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 3 The enemy who sowed
them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. “° Therefore as the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. ** The Son of Man will send out His

angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice



lawlessness, *?and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 3 Then
the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure

44 <A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over
it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price

45 «Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, *® who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

The Parable of the Dragnet

47«Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every

kind, “8which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but
threw the bad away. *° So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from
among the just, ®® and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

%1 Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”

%2 Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like a
householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old.”

Additional Parables

Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. (Read
entire parable in Matthew 18:23)

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. (Read entire parable in Matthew 20:1)

The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son. (Read entire parable in
Matthew 22)

Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the
bridegroom. (Read entire parable in Matthew 25:1)

For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered
his goods to them. (Read entire parable in Matthew 25:14)

Jesus Teaches Prayer: Matthew 6:9-13
In this manner, therefore, pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And do not lead
us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
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Our Citizenship in Heaven

And He (Jesus) came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. For through
Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit. Ephesians 2:17-22

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He
is able even to subdue all things to Himself. Philippians 3:20-21

For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to come. Hebrews 13:14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and
undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through
faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 Peter 1:3-4

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to

the Elcourse of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons
of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. But God, who is
rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made
us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. Ephesians
2:1-10

A Picture of our Future in Christ

And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me;
and | blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation. Daniel 4:34

Then | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and
night, has been cast down. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in
them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great

wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” Revelation 12:10-12

...and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, | grant you that you may eat and drink at My table in My
kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Luke 22:29-30

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for | go to prepare a
place for you. John 14:2
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And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned
for her husband....And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”...and nothing
unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names
are written in the Lamb’s book of life. Revelation 21:2, 4, 27

And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the
Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits,
each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. There will no
longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;
they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there will no longer be any night; and they
will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and
they will reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:1-5

Further Guidance on Daily Living

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in
whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:12-13

Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:16-17

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry,
sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,

heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also

told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21

The LORD is our King!
Give heed to the voice of my cry, My King and my God, for to You I will pray. Psalm 5:2
The LoRD is King forever and ever; the nations have perished out of His land. Psalm 10:16

Save, LORD! May the King answer us when we call. Psalm 20:9
For the kingdom is the LORD’s, and He rules over the nations. Psalm 22:28

Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.
Psalm 24:7

Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, The LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O you
gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory?

The LoRD of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah Psalm 24:8-10

The LoORD sat enthroned at the Flood, and the LORD sits as King forever. Psalm 29:10

You are my King, O God; Command victories for Jacob. Psalm 44:4

For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth. Sing praises to God, sing praises!

Sing praises to our King, sing praises! For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with understanding.
Psalm 47:2, 6, 7
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For God is my King from of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. Psalm 74:12
For the LORD is the great God, and the great King above all gods. Psalm 95:3
The LORD has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom rules over all. Psalm 103:19

I will extol You, my God, O King; and | will bless Your name forever and ever. Your kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 45:1, 13

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the

earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians
2:9-11

Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many
crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood,
and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,
followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the
nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS. Revelation 19:11-16

Therefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not cease to give
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of

your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of
the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put
all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all. Ephesians 1:15-22
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